
CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 

Richard D. Payne, P.E., S.E 
President 

February 9,2004 

Canadian National Railway 
17641 South Ashland Avenue 
Homewood, IL 60430-1345 

Attn: Mr. Tom Zeinz 

Re: Grade Crossing Study 
Site #3 - Neoga Cemetery 
ESCA Job #750.03 

Dear Mr. Zeinz: 

Enclosed are the cost estimates for three options studied for closing the crossing 
that enters the cemetery just south of Neoga. Per our proposal, the Railroad is to select 
an option for us to survey and study further. Based upon initial cost, Option 2 is the 
most economical. 

We are prepared to commence the survey upon your selection of an Option. 

Regards, 
ESCA CONSULTANTS, INC. 

RDP/de 

Enclosures 

T:\Railroad\750-03Keinz February 9 04.docT:\Railroad\75O-O3Zeinz February 9 04.doc 
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Grade Crossing at Neoga Cemetery 

Construction Cost Estimate 

ODtion 1 -Along Existing RR ROW 

- Item Quantity 

1. Scarify, Lime Stabilize, & Compact 
Existing Soils 8,000 SY 

2. Clearing and Grubbing 3 Acres 

3. Earth Excavation 5,000 CY 

4. Borrow Excavation 10,000 CY 

5.  Aggregate Base Course 

6 .  A-3 Asphalt Surface 

1,800 CY 

8,000 SY 

7. 18” RCP 160 LF 

8.  SeedingKleanup 1 LS 

Total 

cost - 

$55,000 

30,000 

20,000 

100,000 

75,000 

35,000 

8,000 

5.000 

$328,000 



Grade Crossing at Neoga Cemetery 

Construction Cost Estimate 

ODtion 2 -Extend City Street Through Farm Field 

Item 

1. Scarify, Lime Stabilize, & Compact 

- 

Existing Soils 

2. ROW 

3. Earth Excavation 

4. Borrow Excavation 

5. Aggregate Base Course 

6. A-3 Asphalt Surface 

7. l8”RCP 

8. Seeding/Cleanup 

6,500 SY 

4 Acres 

4,000 CY 

8,000 CY 

1,500 CY 

6,500 SY 

160 LF 

1 LS 

Total 

- cost 

$45,000 

30,000 

15,000 

80,000 

60,000 

30,000 

8,000 

4,000 

$272,000 



Grade Crossing at Neoga Cemetery 

Construction Cost Estimate 

Option 3 -New Street Along Section Line 

Item 
1. Scarify, Lime Stabilize, & Compact 

Existing Soils 

2. ROW 

3. Clearing and Grubbing 

4. Earth Excavation 

5. Borrow Excavation 

6. Aggregate Base Course 

7. A-3 Asphalt Surface 

8. 1 8 R C P  

9. SeedingiCleanup 

Ouantity 

11,500 SY 

7 Acres 

1 Acre 

7,000 CY 

14,000 CY 

2,500 CY 

11,500 SY 

280 LF 

1 LS 

Total 

cost  - 

$ 80,000 

50,000 

10,000 

25,000 

140,000 

150,000 

50,000 

14,000 

7,000 

$526,000 



ESCA CONSULTANTS, INC. 
2008 Linview Avenue 

PO Box 159 
Urbana, IL 61 803-01 59 

Phone: 21 7-384-0505 Fax: 21 7-384-0506 
www.escaconsultants.com 

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

We are sending you 
To: Tom Zeinz 

Attached Canadian National Railway 
Under separate cover 

Shop Drawings 
Prints Re: CN Grade Crossings 
Plans 

Date: 11/4/2003 

Job#: 750.00 

Change Order 
Other From: Rich Payne 

For approval 
For your use Copies Date No. Description 
As requested 1 Signed Work Order U For review & comment 

Approved 
Approved as Noted 
Rejected 
Revise and Resubmit 

Remarks: 

COPY TO: files 

C:\ZESCA\Library-oldUransmittal.xls 



United States Region 

Tom Zeinz 
Manager Public Works 

17641 South Arhland Avenue 
Homewood, Illinois 60430-1345 
1 708.332.3557 
F 708.332.3514 

Homewood, IL 
October 20,2003 
9313 
18413 
X167/3 

Mr. Richard D. Payne, P.E., S.E. 
President 
ESCA Consultants, Inc. 
2008 Linview Avenue 
P.O. Box 159 
Urbana, IL 61803-0159 

Subject: Railroad Crossing Proposal 

Dear Mr. Payne: 

Your proposal of September 22, 2003, copy attached, involving field surveys, studies, 
preliminary design and cost estimates for grade crossing closure options at five (5) 
locations is hereby accepted subject to the following: 

A) Deliverables shall include: 
1) Six (6) copies each of the preliminary plan and preliminary cost estimate for 

each location suitable for supporting petition(s) to the Illinois Commerce 
Commission; 
For each location, if one or more alternative alignments were considered, a 
schematic or description of each of the alternative alignments and a brief write- 
up explaining the selection of the preferred alignment; 
*For each crossing proposed to be closed (Sites I-4), development of the 
information required by 625 ILCS 511 8c-7401 including: 
a) timetable speed of passenger trains; 
b) distance to an alternate crossing (Le., adverse travel distance, both with 

and without the proposed connector road): 
c) accident history for the last 5 years; 
d) number of vehicular traffic (AADT) and posted speed limits; 
e) number of freight trains (average per day) and their timetable speeds; 
f) the type of warning device present at the grade crossing; 
g) alignments of the roadway and railroad, and the angle of intersection of 

those alignments; 
h) use of the grade crossing by trucks carrying hazardous materials, vehicles 

carrying passengers for hire, and school buses; and 
i) use of the grade crossing by emergency vehicles. 

2) 

3) 

*Railroad personnel will assist as required in the development of this information, 
including providing the number and speed of trains, also railroad ROW and 



Mr. Richard D. Payne 
ESCA Consultants, Inc. 
October 30, 2003 
Page 2 

alignment maps. Other sources may include the Illinois Commerce Commission 
staff (for accident history data), IDOT andlor Township officials (for AADT info), 
local school district officials, "91 1" service providers, etc. 

B) Work is to be progressed in accordance with the following priorities: 
1) Site 1 
2) Site 3 
3) Site4 
4) Site 2 
5) Site 5 

C) 

D) 

Period for Completion: 150 calendar days 

Each Site to be invoiced separately upon completion of deliverables and 
acceptance by Railrod for said Site. Send invoices to: 

Illinois Central Railroad Company 
Attn: Tom Zeinz, Manager Public Works 
17641 S. Ashland Avenue 
Homewood, IL 60430 

If satisfactory, please sign and return one copy of the attached Work Order. Should you 
have any questions, please contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 



ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY 

Work Order 

CONTRACT NO. IL- PW- 0301 

Agreement made as of the 31st day of October. 2003, between Illinois Central Railroad 
Company (hereinafter referred to as "Railroad") and ESCA Consultants. Inc. of 2008 Linview 
Avenue, P. 0. Box 159, Urbana, Illinois 61 803-01 59, hereinafter referred to  as "Contractor"). 

The parties to  this Agreement agree as follows: 

SECTION I -DESCRIPTION OF WORK 

Contractor shall perform and/or furnish the following described work and material a t  
various locations: 

a. Work - see attached proposal and cover letter 

b. Material - see attached proposal and cover letter 

c. Period for Completion - see attached proposal and cover letter 

d. Proposal attached hereto dated September 22, 2003 

In the event of a conflict between the terms of this Agreement and the attached 
proposal, the terms of this Agreement shall control. 

If work is not completed within the period set forth above, Railroad may terminate this 
Agreement upon notice to  Contractor. 

SECTION II -CONTRACT PRICE 

The total contract price is $20.000. Railroad shall pay Contractor in accordance with 
the attached cover letter, provided Contractor gives satisfactory assurance to Railroad that all 
labor and material has been paid and all liens or claims for labor or material supplied have been 
waived. 

SECTION 111 -CLEANING UP 

Contractor shall remove from Railroad's property all temporary structures, rubbish and 
waste materials resulting from the work and clean up such property and leave same in a safe, 
neat and orderly condition satisfactory to Railroad. 

SECTION IV - RAILROAD SERVICES AND FACILITIES 

Contractor shall use special care and vigilance to avoid damage to  the trains, tracks or 
other facilities of Railroad and shall conduct the work so as not to interfere with the movement 
of trains or other operations of Railroad. 
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SECTION V - LAWS AND ORDINANCES 

Contractor shall comply with all laws relating to, as well as each and every order, 
permit, priority, rule and regulation of every Government Agency having jurisdiction over the 
work to be performed. 

SECTION VI - INDEMNITY 

Contractor shall defend, indemnify and save harmless Railroad, its officers, employees 
and agents and assume all risk, responsibility and liability for death of, or injury to  any persons 
or property together with all liability for any expenses, attorneys' fees and costs incurred by 
Railroad arising from, growing out of or in any manner or degree directly or indirectly caused 
by, attributable to, or resulting from the work to be performed by Contractor or the acts of 
omission or presence of Contractor's officers, employees or agents notwithstanding any 
negligence of Railroad, i ts officers, employees and agents. 

SECTION VI1 -TRANSFER OF TITLE 

Title to the materials sold under this Agreement, if any, shall pass to  Railroad on 
payment of the Contract Price. 

SECTION Vlll - RELATIONSHIP OF PARTIES 

Contractor and its employees are not to  be considered agents or employees of Railroad 
for any purpose whatsoever. 

SECTION IX - WARRANTY 

Contractor warrants that$ all work performed herein will be done in a good and 
workmanlike manner fit for the particular purpose intended, and that it warrants all work and 
material supplied for a period of one (1) year after acceptance. Contractor shall further assign 
to  Railroad all manufacturer or other applicable warranties. 

SECTION X - WHOLE AGREEMENT 

This instrument, including the proposal attached hereto, embodies the entire 
Agreement of the parties and supersedes all oral or written previous communications between 
them. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the day and year 
first above written. 

ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY 

- - J  4 
ESCA CONSULTANTS, INC 

By: [ fy)(  cf L C  L .L.\ 

Title: Manager Public Works \ 



Richard D. Payne, P,E.,S.E. 
President 

CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 

September 22,2003 

Mr. Tom Zeinz 
Canadian National Railway 
17641 South Ashland Avenue 
Homewood, IL 60430-1345 

Re: Railroad Crossing Proposal 

Dear Nk. Zeinz: 

Per your request, ESCA Consultants (ESCA) is pleased to provide this proposal for 
engineering services to the Canadian National (CN). The work involves field surveys, 
studies, and cost estimates for closure options at five grade crossing locations. Two are 
near Buckley, Illinois, two are near Neoga. Illinois, and one is near Dieterich, Illinois. We 
met with Jim Bender on Friday, September 19, and visited all five locations with him. 

ESCA will be paid for the work on a time and expenses basis, using our standard 
hourly rates. Our total compensation for each site will not exceed the upper limits noted 
herein, unless the scope of work is altered and payment of additional compensation is 
authorized by CN. A brief description of each site, our compensation upper limit, and 
our associated work scope follows: 

Site No. 1 is about two miles north of Buckley, Illinois. The plan is to close the 
crossing at Township Road 950N, and build a connector road along the west side 
of the railroad ROW to the next road to the north, a distance of about 1/2 mile. 
ESCA will provide a cursory field survey, preliminary design, and cost estimate. 
The preliminary design will include preliminary planlprofile views and a typical 
section. Our fee for this site will not exceed $2,500. 
Site No. 2 is about three miles south of Buckley, Illinois. The plan is to improve a 
private crossing across U.S. Route 45 from the Isles Tavern, and build a 
connector from it along the west side of the ROW to the Township Road that is 
just a few hundred feet to the south. The crossing at the Township Road would 
be closed. ESCA's work scope will be the same as for Site No. 1. Our fee will 
not exceed $1,500. 
Site No. 3 involves access to the cemetery just south of Neoga, Illinois. A 
dangerous crossing exits U.S. Route 45 and crosses the railroad directly east of 
the cemetery. Three options to allow closure of this crossing will be studied, 
One involves construction of a road along the west side of the CN ROW from the 
south edge of town to the cemetery, a distance of about 1/2 mile. The second 
extends a City street through a farmer's field. This route is also about 1/2 mile 
long. The third involves construction of about one mile of new road along the 

. 

2008 Linview Avenue * P.O.Box 159 Urbana. IL 61803-0159 " Phone (217) 384-0505 Fax (217) 384-0506 0 www.escaconsu/tants.Corr 



Canadian National Railway 
Page 2 
September 22,2003 

north-south section line just west of the cemetery. Initially, ESCA will provide a 
very preliminary cost estimate for all three options. After an option is selected for 
further study, we will provide a cursory field survey and preliminary design as 
outlined previously for Sites 1 and 2. Our upper limit fee will not exceed $4,500. 
Site No. 4 is about two miles south of Neoga, Illinois. The plan is to provide a 
new connector road along the west side of the CN ROW between Township 
Road 900N, and the next road to the south. The connector will be about a mile 
long. The crossing at 900N will be closed. ESCA’s scope of work will be similar 
to that proposed for Site No. 1 above. Our fee for this site will not exceed 
$3,000. 
Site No. 5 is located just NW of Dieterich, Illinois, at the comer where Sections 3, 
4, 9, and 10 come together. Two Township Roads cross the CN at this point. 
Both crossings have horizontal and vertical geometric deficiencies. They 
also intersect with Illinois Route 33 just after they cross the railroad. ESCA 
proposes to perform a field survey of this site. We will meet with Illinois 
Department of Transportation, District 7 (IDOT 7) personnel to discuss the 
situation, including any improvements that IDOT 7 has planned for the area. We 
will study the site, and provide a recommended plan view drawing and cost 
estimate for the option that we believe best addresses the problem. Our fee for 
this site will not exceed $8,500 for the scope of work outlined above for Site No. 
5. 

We appreciate the opportunity to submit this proposal, and look forward to working 
with the Railroad on these projects. If you have any questions, please contact this 
office. 

Regards, 
ESCA CONSULTANTS, INC 

Richard D. Payne, P.E., S.E. 
President 

RDPIde 

T:\Railroad\PROPOSAL\Railroad Crossing September 22 03.doc 



CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 

Richard D. Payne, P.E., S.E. 
President 

October 4,2004 

Canadian National Railway 
17641 South Ashland Avenue 
Homewood, IL 60430-134s 

Attn: Mr. Tom Ze in  

Subject: Engineering Services - Grade Crossing Study - Site #3 
ESCA Job #750.03 Invoice #3 
Vendor #138938 

STATEMENT OF SERVICES 
(September 1 - September 30,2004) 

m: 
Name 

Marie Santos 

EXPENSES: 

Postage: 
Printing: 
Travel: 

Hours - Rate Cost 

28.0 $50.00 $ 1.400.00 

LABOR SUBTOTAL = $ 1,400.00 

$ 0.00 
$ 22.00 
$ 0.00 

EXPENSE SUBTOTAL = $ 22.00 

TOTAL = $ 1,422.00 

Submitted by: 

2008 Linview Avenue - P.O.Box 159 * Urbana,'& 61803-0159 - Phonc (217) 384-0505 .Fax (217) 384-0506 * w w w . e ~ ~ a ~ o n ~ u l t a n t ~ . c o r  



Richard D. Payne, P.E., S.E. 
President 

Canadian National Railway 
17641 South Ashland Avenue 
Homewood, IL 60430-1345 

Attn: MI. Tom Zeinz 

Subject: Engineering Services - Gra 

CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 

September 9,2004 

Crossing Study - Site #3 
ESCA Job #750.03 Invoice #2 
Vendor #138938 

STATEMENT OF SERVICES 
(August 1 -August 31,2004) 

LABOR: 

Name Hours 

Rich Payne 
Rich Tamtino 
Heather Gorrell 
Jason Kofoot 

EXPENSES: 

Postage: 
Printing: 
Travel: 

6.0 
4.5 
32.5 
33.0 

$ 0.00 
$ 0.00 
$ 142.50 

$85.00 
$50.00 
$40.00 
$60.00 

LABOR SUBTOTAL = 

EXPENSE SUBTOTAL = 

TOTAL = 

- cost 

$ 510.00 
225.00 

1,300.00 
$ 1.980.00 

$ 4,015.00 

$ 142.50 

$ 4,157.50 

Submitted by: 

2008 Linvicw Avcnuc * P. ne (217) 384-0505 e Fax (217) 384-0506. www.escaconsulranrs.com 



CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 

Richard D. Payne, P.E., S.E. 
President 

March 2,2004 

Canadian National Railway 
17641 South Ashland Avenue 
Honiewood, IL 60430-1345 

Am: IvkTomZeinz 

Subject: Engineering Services - Grade Crossings, Site #3 
ESCA Job #750.03 Invoice #1 
Vendor #I38938 

STATEMENT OF SERVICES 
(February 1 -February 29,2004) 

LABOR: 
Name Hours Rate Q&t 

Richard Payne 
Marie Santos 

EXPENSES: 

Postage: 
Printing: 
Travel: 

8.0 
15.0 

$ 0.00 
$ 0.00 
$ 0.00 

Prev. Invoiced: $ 0.00 
Total to Date: $1,315.00 

$80.00 $ 640.00 
$45.00 $ 675.00 

LABOR SUBTOTAL = $ 1,315.00 

EXPENSE SUBTOTAL = $ 0.00 

TOTAL = $ 1,315.00 

2008 Liiiview Avenue * P.O.Box IS9 - Urbana, IL 61803-0159 Phoiic (217) 384-0505 Fax i217) 384-0506 * www.Fscaco"S"Itants.com 



Richard D. Payne, P.E., S.E. 
President 

CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 

November 2,2004 

Canadian National Railway 
17641 South Ashland Avenue 
Homewood, IL 60430-1345 

Atm: Mr. Tom Zeinz 

Subject: Engineering Services - Grade Crossing Study - Site #3 
ESCA Job #750.03 Invoice #4 
Vendor #138938 

STATEMENT OF SERVICES 
(October 1 -October 31,2004) 

w: 
Name 

Marie Santos 

EXPENSES: 

Postage: 
Printing: 
Travel 

Hours && - cost 

20.0 $50.00 $ 1,000.00 

LABOR SUBTOTAL = $ 1,000.00 

$ 0.00 
$ 0.00 
$ 0.00 

EXPENSE SUBTOTAL = $ 0.00 

TOTAL = $ 1,000.00 

Submitted by: k a  L-,,--- 
2008 Linview Avenue - P.0. 1803-0159 Phone (217) 384-0505 -Fax (217) 384-0506 * www.escaconsultants.com 
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ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
TRANSPORTATION DIVISION I RAIL SAFETY SECTION 

June 21,2002 
Michael E. Stead Rail Safety Program Administrator 

4 5  
k -77-z? - Ms. Patricia D. Erhart 

Neoga City Clerk 
P.O. Box 248 
Neoga, IL 62447-0248 

RE: 

Dear Ms. Erhart: 

This is in response to your email message of June 12, 2002, regarding existing 
conditions at the TR 67 (950N) crossing of the Canadian National Illinois Central 
Railroads' (CNIC) main tracks near Neoga, Cumberland County. Thank you for 
submitting the concerns of your community regarding the subject crossing. 

This office has been working to improve conditions at the 950N crossing, as well as the 
TR 85A (850N) and TR85 (900N) crossings, since 1996. Representatives of this office 
have met with community leaders, including Senator Duane Noland, on several 
occasions to discuss the options available that would improve safety at all three 
crossings Our recommendation has been, as stated on several occasions to 
representatives of Neoga, Cumberland County, and Neoga Township, that a project to 
improve safety at all three crossings as a group was the best option. 

On several occasions this office has presented safety recommendations for the 850N, 
900N, and 950N crossings to local officials. In 1996, we recommended the installation 
of automatic flashing light signals and gates at the 850N crossing, closure of the 900N 
and 950N crossings, with construction of a connecting road from 950N into the City of 
Neoga and between the SOON and 850N roadways. Following further discussion, this 
office submitted a revised safety recommendation to local officials in early 2001. The 
revised safety recommendations clarified our earlier recommendations, and remained 
consistent with our position that safety improvements at all three crossings should be 
addressed together as a group. 

Representatives of the City, the Township, and the County have indicated to us on 
several occasions that they do not agree with our safety improvement 
recommendations. However, this office continues to believe the safety 
recommendations we have presented to local officials in the past are appropriate to best 
address existing conditions at the three crossing locations. 

We have included safety improvements for the 850N, 900N, and 950N crossings in the 
FY 2004-2007 element of Commission's FY 2003-2007 Crossing Safety Improvement 
Program 

27 

DOT 289 160P, MP 185.00-M, 950NiTR67, South of Neoga, Cumberland Co. 

The proposed project scope remains the same as described previously. 

527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 62701 
Telephone 12171 782-7660 Fax (2171 785.7404 TDD p/lrTY") (2171 524-4915 . . .. 



IVIS. ratricia u. t rnan 
June 21, 2002 
Page Two 

If you, and the other local officials involved, wish to reconsider our recommendations, 
please contact this office. In addition, if you or the other local officials have any new 
safety improvement options to discuss, please let us know. We remain willing to assist 
local officials with implementing safety improvements at the subject crossings. 

I trust this information will be helpful. If you have any questions, please contact me at 
mstead@icc.state.il.us or (217) 557-1285. You may also contact Joe VonDeBur, 
Railroad Safety Specialist, at jvondebu@icc.state.il.us or (21 7) 557-1286. 

Very truly yours, 

Michael E. Stead 
Rail Safety Program Administrator 

cc: 

JJV 

Senator Duane Noland 
David Johnston, Neoga Township 
Gary Kruger, Cumberland County Engineer 
Tom Zeinz. CNlC 



ICC R R  

FACSl M I LE TRANSM ITlAL 

TLLlNOlS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
TRANSPORTATION DIVISION 

RAILROAD $ECTION 
527 E. CAPITOL AVE. 

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62701 
TELEPHONE (217) 782-7660 

I FAX (217) 785-7404 

TIME: 12.45 p.m. DATE: January 15,2002 
__I_- 

NAME. -. Tom Zeinz - __ 
TO: 

COMPANY: 

- 
Canadian NationallIllinois Central Railroad Company 

FAX NUMBER: - (708) 206-3084 

COMMENTS: 
Attached is correspondence regarding the Neoga crossings in Cumberland 
County. I would also suggest that the CNlC attorney acquire copies of the 
crossing files. 

FROM: 
NAME: Joe VonDeBur 

Rail Safety Specialist 

(217) 557-1286 

14 PAGES WILL FOLLOW THIS TRANSMIl-I-AL SHEET 

IF ALL OF THE PAGES ARE NOT RECEIVED OR THERE IS ANY OTHER 
PROBLEM WITH THIS TRANSMITTAL, PLEASE CALL: 



STATE OF ILLlrJOlS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
TRANSPORTATION DIVISION I RAIL SAFETY SECTION 

Michael E.  Stead Rall Safety Program Administrator 

,2001 

The Honorable Duane Noland 

RE: 

Dear Senator Noland: 

This letter is in response to the referenced citizens letter copied to this offce on April 6, 
2001. As you can see from the attached correspondence to your office, dated 
November 22, 2000, the discussion of crossing closure and/or improvements has been 
a topic of discussion since 1996 (at least). Nothing has changed since the November of 
2001. There are currently no plans for safety improvements or closures in the Neoga 
area. If a petition is filed for either improvements or closures, there will be a public 
hearing to determine if either is justified. 

Richard C. Jahraus. Neoga. Illinois 

TO be signed by Michael Baer 

517 East Capiiol Auonuo, Springfield, lflinois 62701 
Telephone 12171 782.7660 Far 12171 7 8 5 7 ~ 4  TDD IYITN"~ 12771 524.d915 
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JSGlSLATlVF CORRESPON DENCF SH EEI 

LOG NUMBER? LOO-C197 (revisited) 

ASSIGNER TO: RR 

LEGISLATOR: Senator Duane Noland (Jahraus) 

DATE DUE: 5/16/01 

RE: Neoga Crossings - closures 

Please return this slip to Cassie Washko to close log- 

0 

0 

Draft response for Chairman's signature; send response via e-maii to Cassie 
Washko. 

Draft response for Executive Director's signature: e-mail to Cassie. 

Draft response for Michael Baer's signature: send via e-rnail. 

@ Other: 

Comments: Mike/Joe -we responded to Sen. Noland back in November regarding a 
la' letter sent him by Richard Jahraus RE: Neoga crossings. Attached is Richard's 2"d 
letter and corresponding newspaper articles. I know this is an ongoing issue. Can you 
draft another response for the Senator to send back to Jahraus? Thanks, Cassie 
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State planting .+ to close two 
Neom railroad crossinm 

U '  U 
BY DAWH SCHABBIHC 

StaR l r i i w  
fi~ding a way to make al l  three, 
crwsings connect with one mad. 
so Irtlins wouldn't bloclc t r f l i c  

NEOGA - At least rwo rail. 
r o d  crossines alone. U.S. Route 

south of &sa a& on R list to 
be closed by the  l l l i rois  
CummerceCommission. W'hile a 
third one' could see .safety 
improwments. 

The Neogs City Council 
Monday discussed the intentions 
made Wthe .ICC about the 
Canadian . NationallIllinois. 
Central Railroad line that car- 
ries both freight and passenger 
trains several times a day 
through &e city. 

The,City Council agreedto 
request,a jpint effort from the  
state. Cumberland County. 
Neoga Township.and the city 
sharing any'costi that might be 
lwulTed: 

The proposed project by the 
railrqid includes coils@xtion ol 
a road between the .Ne?@ 
Memn+l Cernetew. Road crm- 
int.md Walnut Street 'at Sixth 
Street. A co.nnecring road 
b W e e h  the cemetery road and 
Walnut Sueet. with'Widen*rp of 
Walnut Street ta Sixth Street. is 
Plarined.to replace two of the 
croSs!r@. . .  

The crossing at 8SON dong 
South'Route 45 would receive ......-- A^- _.._ L' _ _  

z they do now. w e r .  he Mid. 
aho intends to cor.tact Rq. Bill 

and Sen. D u x  Noland 
abour funding such a project if it 
is necessary. 

The C N l I C  railroad is con. 
cerned about the safety of rhe 
c r o s s W .  which have been rhc 
sire of fatal accidenb in the past 
when motorists were hlt by 
oncoming trains. The closures 
would then allow the roilroad 
about 1,s miles of storage area 
for switching and p a s l n g  move 
menu. andthat shwldelii inate 
the W c e  of nossine blockaer - - 
in and ne& Neoga. 

CNlIC asks tha t  cost eeti- 
mates'for construct ion of the 
new road b e  made through the 
aty. tnwnship and county. Some 
funds wad be available through 
the Grade Crossine Protection 

~~~~ ~ ~ - -  .~ 
Fur.& Public Grade Crossing 
Project or. by uetlt ionlns.the 
Railroad Sa6ety Program 

In owr business. thccoupcil: 
' hard the de, worken will 

plck up 1ive.Christrnas trees 
plaadatthe cuCbsuntUFeb.16, 

heard that the lift station at 
Cedar Street .id about ready for 
bids. The ciu recelved a S160.m 
cantfor the projed 
I "..--A *LA. -- -_ 

U ~ ~ I B U W S .  cucn as rienrs anu - nc .xu  L Y ~ X  as avun ab 
gats, in &e proposal. The twa , wklher permits. potho~c rem 
c r o s s i n s  north of that ,  on? wiUbeginoncirysQeets. 
would be closed and are+ .con. H Discussed a proposed uar- 
s.ructed to connect.al1 three Ponnel DoUCY +nguage'chswe 
crps.sroads.' ' , ,  pertaining to accrued personal 

k y o r  G k y  Mercer said he days and sick days. ND action 
has spoken to. County Engineer was taken since Commisioner 
'Gay 1Uuger. who is in favor of Q.mrge Warner was absent 

' 

I 

, ,  

430 p.m. Mattoon Tree 

630 p.m. Maffbbn City Council 
House. 

meets, City Hall. ' 
Public meetings M d  mm . .  

P .  006 
ruuc u1( 
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Ms. Patricia 0. Erhart 
Neoga City Clerk 
P.0.  Box 248 
Neoga, Illinois 624474248 

Mr. Gary t h g z r  
Cumberland County Eq ineer  
R.R. #I, Box 2498 
Toledo, Illinois 62468 

RE: DOT 289 160P, MP 185.'JO-M, 950N/lR67, South ot Nsoya. Cumberland Co. 
DOT 289 161W, MP 185.65-M, 900N/TR85. South of hleuga, Cumberland Co. 
DOT 289 162D, MP 186 ?5-M, 8SONTTR85A. South of Neoga, Cumberland Co. 

Dear M s .  Erhart and Mr. Krugei: 

This is in response to your letter, dated March 26, 2001, concerning possible safety 
improvement options for the rcferenced crossings. It. is my understanding you are 
responding to my letter of February 28,2601, with which I silmn-!ari;-ed items discussed 
at a meeting held on FeSiruary '16, 200'1, in Senator Duane Noland's Springfield office. 

Following a review of your letter, it appears further discussion is needed to resolve the 
issues related to improving s a f q  at the subject crossings. At this time, however, I 
would like to address the items nnentianed in your letter: 

1) Corrstructibn of a liew rodway f r t n  850N to Trowbridge Road was not what 
we had proposed~ i apvlogke it you misunderstood our proposal. 4 s  was 
explained in Sencrlor Notaims office on February 16th, and reiterated in a 
phone call between Gary Kriiger m d  Joe VonDeBut on March 26, 2001, this 
office is willing to recommend to ?he Cornmlssion that the Grade Crossing 
Protection Fund (Fund) be used to pay 1000/6 of the costc for any two ofthe 
followina three combinations 

a) A connecting .roadway from K O N  to 900N constiiicted along the railroad 

b) A connecting raadwa;l :vm XION to  W I N ,  excludincj any costs for a 

c) A connecting ri>aclws;r:j ~IWP 90ON into Neoga or lo 'Tmv&i:ige Road, 

2) Assistance frorsi ji;::! .Fii<d k.. tree connecting wadway ,;wtiid cover all of fke 
C G S k  for Engtneeriny W W  acquisition and f.aristruc:tioi.:. H ~ S O  included in 
these improvemer!ts w>iM the  i:rstallatioii cif adtoniatii; t:ajf;hing light sigwals 
and gates at the  i7tlDN i . !  o:;.:Lig We woulci rc-cornriiend i / iz  cost division for 
this work. be 90% fropi*  !i:: Ftjtic! and 10% from Me K. ailroad. ' Upon the 
completion of the riew 9 :e..:tinq road, the WON and 35ilN crossings would 
be  closed 

right-of-way. 

waterway structure 



.00s 

JV 
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Illinois Comrnacc Commission 
Transportation DiVi6iOn/Rd Sality S 4 o n  
527 East Capitol Avcnuc 
Sprinsrcld, Illinois 62701 

Re: Proposed safety improvwncnts ai higtiway:lail gade crossings in the Nmga area 

Dear Mr. Stead and Mr. Von DeHw: 
./ 

On Much 12,2001, a meeting was held at tbr Nwga Cily Buildhg 10 discuss your letter of February 
28,2001, in follow up to the Febrwwj 16" meeting at Senator Noland's Springfield ollica. Thosc pracnt 
were Mike Walk County Board chinnm. Gary Kruga,  Cirmbaland Couruy Enginem, Gary Merca, 
Nmya Mayor, Patricia E l u h t ,  City C1wk- Lloyd.Lacy, Na:iga TOWS,hp SupCrvisor and David Johnston, 
Mtmga T-hip Road C.ommissionru. 

Pat Ehhart and Gary Krugm did no1 agwwi th  the Icttcr in rcgards to chc list of options discussedor 
what they had agrccd to pursue. Option 1 was not discusscd: both hld been told bat  it was not an option. 
Both stated thcy prdcrrcd A F S  & G at all thrcc crossings and the passing track relocated Both were of h e  
opinjon that thc agreement was as follows: 

Pho,ic C J L I  w bz,- 1 '  Y 
T V . L T  cr, 3 - 1 % - 0 (  

1. A road would be c0i:sUuctod on the railroad west of the nacks 
from Co Rd 850 N to 950 N and from 9SO N 1.0 the Trowbridge 
road. 
constructed utilizing a camhiation or railroad properly, p n v a t  

?e section born 950 N to the Trowbridgcronci would bc 
-,-,\., ~, a 

property and c i ty  property. nG7 J h C  <.%A<- . ,  

2. 'Funds for desi& rif,htd-way and construction ertcluding the 
Cost incurred for daign and construction ofthe a t m i o n  ofthe 
box culvcrt undcr thc railroad approximately 500 feet south of 
Co Rd 950 N. 

3. Ncitha Cumbalmd Countyp the City ofNaga, no] Nwya Townuhip 
Has suflicicnr stam to do the design. Therefore, the. county a & t d  
To hirc and pay a coirsultant to prepare plans and an eqtima~ or 
Cost with thc undwstdilding they would be rahbur!:txl '\s specified 
Abovc in h r n  2 
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At the March 26. 2.WI Nwg;i iiici:tiiiq Gary iv'iSrcer, Pat %arl, !- t s . y j  ! i~: .  Uavid Johnston mnd 
r i b  ;%I:; I~J s@aiu:c thc crossings and Mikc Walk all s@ tlic ovrrwh~ln~,n~g WS~C:WC 

rclocate the passing wick. Eljrriirrax,r; oflbc p 
including 650 N from being blocked fix up io 45 ninutes at times. Couilly E,nginw, Gaiy Kruger said he 
also supported this position (in spite of thc bca! cditorial coinmait. 10 .the w)ntrary) Iiowcva, duc to the 
lonc of your lcttcr 0 1  January 23, %O!)J, he 13.0ught rhe a c c w  road from hSD N ?.i) the Trowbridgc road was 
a rcasonablc compromise. Ne: a!sn d d d r c r d  lhe.comcnts you. made ia regard 1.8) your leucr of Fcbruay 
22, 2000 and rhc lack of a formal reply ]VI-. &ngm srrrcd lhnt in rcspoiw lo I-Twtmber 18, 1999 JCC 
willen request for railroad safetyproleck im Ff 2001 lhru 2005 to bc so'.mift.ct! no la ta  lhan January 30, 
1999, he had submitrcd 12 projects ofwhich thethhreeNeag? crossingswae priwiCy #I, #2 and #3. He 
also requesicd thc relocation of the passing uack from @ Srrcct south to Crg Kd h i 0  N be includcd in this 
projecl. Hc suggcstcd moving it &her to it>. previous locarion rrOm 7' Strecl nmtl! to Co Rd 1200 N (this 
localion is of cqual lcngth bur would not block any crossin&s) or into Coles County at a localion whjch 
would providc additional storage He said be was ;7warc that the train o h  slopped just short of Co Rd 
800 N. Thc submittal also incliided id deydild map showing thc passing track norlh or Nooga pior to 
rmoval of the second track .md the location in Colcs County, which would providc additional storage. He 
also statcd he had heard the l'nlme Illinois Cnwal (now known as rhr: Canadian National Illinois Crnwal ) 
was currently waluatig a locarion in Colcs County t h t  would providc storage io accommodate longn 
freight trains during passing 

s the 'way 10 prcvcnt thc crossings 

He said he did not r.&pond spicifica.lly ii, your later of Fcbwary 22, 5000 beiause the ihrcc .Nmga 
crosshgs were included.in thc Gpril2000 :'"rossing Safely 1mprovcmait.Prog-rm I:\' 2001 - 2005 
Appendix 2, p g  R @, $150,000 cach. 

In light ol"thc abovc ijiforrtrdt.i(]n, he  .. .~mnuttc~: rcqucsts , ' ~ W L S  %; ii d! i:wh crossing, and a relocated 
passing uack at no expeme til the Cuitnty., City or Township. 



I C C  RR 

Ms. Patricia D Erhart 
Neoga City Clerk 

Neoga, Illinois 62447-0248 
P 0. BOX 248 

Mr. Gary K r u g e ~  
Cumberland County Engineer 
R.R. #I: Box 249B 
Toledo, Illinois 62468 

RE: DOT 289 160P, MP 185 110 N1, 9SONTTR67, South of Neoga Cumberland Co. 
DOT 289 161W. MP 1% btj-M, YOONTTR85, South ot Neuga, Cumberland Co. 
DOT 289 162D, MP 186 15-M. 850NTTR85A. South Irf Neoga, Cumberland Co 

Dear Ms. Erhart and Mr. K r ' u g r ~  

This letter is in foll~+w-i~p i'o A inwting held on February .le. 2001, in Senator Duane 
Noland's office in Spi.ir.igiield, tC discuss the options f o r  improving safety at the 
referenced public highwayhail gra:Je crossings. We appreciated having the opportunity 
to discuss the issues with both of yoii. Following is a brief summary of options 
discussed at the meeting: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Keep all, three crossings (,)pen and install automatic fiashing light signals and 
gates ("AFLS&G") at eac5 location. 

Close the 950N crossing and construct a connecting ruad north into, or near, 
Neoga. (This project could be done as a stand-alone project or as a phase of a 
larger project.) 

Close the 900N crossing, tonstruct a conrwt lng road south to 850N and install 
AFLS&G a1 850N. ( lh i s  could also be done as a Stand-kme project or as Phase 
II of a Option 2lOption 3 project.) 

Close 'the 900N crossing and construct a connecting roa.d north to 950N. This 
would be done in conjunction with Option 2 SO that the connecting roadway, 
would reach intoheal, Neo$ga. (This could br. done as Phase II of an Option 
210ption 4 project.) 

:,.. 

Option I is a type of project normally handled by Ihe u:;e of t he  Commission's 
Stipulated Agreement Process. ?he costs would be divided 85%; to the Grade Crossing 
Protection Fund ("Fiind"), 10% IC. ?he I oca1 Agency sponsoring the project, and 5% to 
the Railroad. The Railrowl .:: d4 atco assume responsibility .far all operating costs 
associated with the new autor.,:. . N ~ ' I  :rig devices. Far .'i ~ m p c J  of this type involving 

mw.icc.state.il.us 
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{hit ddit ion i)! he in tpe $200.000 
range for each crassincg b w r :  .i:.~i::e :.wssings. the L C X ~  k g m . ; y  portion of the costs 
would be approximately $ X ~ O ~ \ A L ~  ;Aus ':ipy necessary h i g t w q  iipproach improvement 
costs. 

Options 2, 3 and 4 can be  accnri-iplisht?d via the S,ti$.:l.rla%d Ayc%lent process, if the 
Township agrees to vacate;;ibar4m the roadway adjacent ?I. wch crossing. If the 
Township chooses riot to ahardr: I? the roadways. a Petition wsliild have to be filed for 
the closures. In the case of Opticns 3 o r  3, we would recornrnencl tne Fund pay for the 
cost of the connecting road, including engineering, up to the cost of installing AFLS&G 
at the closed crossing. 

For Option 4, we would reconmend the Fund pay l O Q %  of the cost to build a 
connecting roadway, inzcluding engineering costs, from the 903N crossing northward to 
the 950N crossingkonnecting road (Option 2). Construetiarr (2i the  roadway between 
900N and 950N would also require the addition of a watewnrar. structure. The costs for 
this structure, both engineering and construction, would be home by the local roadway 
authority (in this case Neoga Township). 

Enclosed you will find a Rail Cio$sii,iy Safety !.mprov@rnent Program, Public Grade 
Crossing Applicafior, lor your u (also availabie a? ttw Conmission web site at 
www.icc.state.il.us/ic~~rilcrossino +;p), An application should be completed for each 
crossing at which, you would Uhc io propose changes. 

If you have any questions. or need additional informatisin, yOease conta,ct doe 
VonDeBur, Railroad Safety Specialist, at 217/557-.1286 orjvonI~ebir~icc.state.iI.us. 

Michael E. Stead 
Rail Safety Program Admillistrator 

JV 

cc: Mr. Dave Johnson, I\ie~~ga 'lowriship Hwy. Corwnissioner 
Honorable Duane Noland, State Senator 
Honorable Bill Mitchell, Slate Representative 
Michael baer, ICC 
Tom Zeinz. CNtC Railroad 

Enclosures 
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PJovcrnber 22, 2000 

The Honorable Duane Noiari! 
State Senator 
788 North Sunnyside Ror?d, Sti lt? 7 
Decatur. Illinois 62522 

Dear Senator [Wand: 

Thank you for your correspondence on behalf of your COrisPituent, Richard Jahraus, 
concerning railroad crossings III fh? area of Neoga. Illinois. 

According the Commission's Rail Safety Section. thei-e are curreiitby no plans for safety 
improvements at any of the crossings mentioned in Mr. .hhraus' letter. The Illinois 
Central Railroad Company (ICRR), the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), the 
City of Neoga (City), tlie Neoga Township Highway Departrwrit (Township), the 
Cumberland County Highway Department (County), and Coiiirnission staff have been 
aitempting to negotiate imprcwrnents at the first three crossings south of Neoga since 
1996. It is our understanding that local officials (City, T0wnshi:p~ County) tiane been 
reluctant to cooperate with tailrw:d and !:ommissha staff lo ;?.xi I .:?ti agreement on the 
appropriate safety improvements far the crossings. Wthout the cooperation of all the 
parties, it is likety that existing c;klitioris at the crossings will rennin unchanged. 

If any of the local agencies listed ab&e submit a project ac~r:>iicalinn, the Commission's 
Rail Safety Section will review the application to delermir,e wricii the project can be 
included in the Cornnlission's Crossing Safety Impraven'reijt Program (Program). 
Project applicatio!is for the Cwirnissiori's FY 2002 2006 .five year program are being 
accepted until January 15, 200.1. Project applications Subrr~iltetf after that date will be 
considered as part of The F'Y 2003.-2007 program. 

The Reliant Energy Plant crw.sir>:j ant: ?,tie farm wss ing  i i e  h 1 1 ~  private: established 
by agreement between the Iandowneks and the railroad Compai'W. Private crossings do 
not fall under tlie purview of t , k  Cwirmission. Any safc:IL. Lipovernents to these 
crossings must .be negotiated t;y :I :e CJfPpet?y OWFiWS tiireciiy with tne railroad 
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I trust this information will bc helpt:~: in responding to youl' cmstituent. If you have any 
further questions, please do fiat hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely. 

Cassii.: Washko 
Ldgialalive Assistant 
Office of Governmental A t t a 5  


